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sympathies of the Presbyterian Irish, who had long been kept
down by unjust laws and by the rule of an aristocratic caste,
who had scarcely a voice in the Irish Parliament, and who
disliked a system of government which shut them out from its
sphere.   The Church, too, in France had fallen and the tithe
with it; French republican ideas were abroad;  and a com-
munity, chiefly composed of farmers and traders, which could
not endure Prelacy, had long denounced tithe, and had a
traditional distaste for monarchy, especially when upheld by a.
narrow dominant class, was deeply stirred by these "great and
sudden changes.   A movement in favour of a thorough reform
of the Irish Parliament, of a large extension, of the electoral
franchise, and perhaps against the Established Church and
tithe, spread from Belfast, now a growing seat of trade, over
many towns of the Northern  Province and even in large
parts of the rural districts; and it drew into it all that was
most daring and enthusiastic in Presbyterian Ireland.    Several
leaders of the movement, which in a few months acquired
considerable strength and volume, were able and energetic
men; its chief director was Theobald Wolfe Tone, a young
lawyer of no common powers and a very remarkable man of
action, who even at this time had revolutionary ends in view,
and probably was at heart a rebel.   Tone saw clearly that even
to attain the objects his colleagues had set before them, still
more to compass what he aimed at himself, it would be
necessary to obtain general and powerful popular support; and
for this he looked to the mass of Catholic Ireland, still almost
passive,  but  beginning  to  stir   in  some  of its   parts  with
quickening life, and subject to many grievances and wrongs.
He founded in 1791  the Society of United  Irishmen, the
original centre of which was in Ulster; its professed aim was
to combine a demand for Parliamentary reform with the con-
cession of Catholic emancipation in the widest sense; it hoped
in this way to enlist Catholic Ireland in its cause.